ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 

Study Questions from Global Demographic Divide, pages 1-22. http://www.prb.org/pdf06/60.4GlobalDemographicDivide.pdf
Please note that you do not need to turn in answers to these questions.  These questions will be used as a basis for a significant number of exam questions.

1. What were the causes of the mid 20th century acceleration of population growth?

2. Describe the two sides of the Demographic Divide.

3. What region has the highest total fertility in the world?

4. List some of the countries where there has been little fertility decline.  What four characteristics do they have in common? (page 5)

5. The future size of the world population will primarily depend on what?

6. What was the most important change driving the contraceptive revolution, according to the text in Box 1? (hint: it’s not a technology)
7. From page 8, what can you infer about which country will add the most population by 2050, China or the United States?  (assume that the estimates cited by the authors are correct)   Hint, the correct answer is either: a) China, b) the US, or c) both are projected to add about the same #.

(see also Box 2)
8. A number of factors are reported on page 9 to have contributed to rapid decreases in fertility in Europe, South Korea, Japan, and other low fertility countries.  Know at least five of these factors.
9. In Box 2, what is different about the United States?

10. What are globally the four most common methods of contraception, according to a graph in the reading?
11. Japan (p. 11) is cited as having a fertility rate of 1.3, yet it is later stated that “There is some evidence that Japan may head into population decline ahead of projections”.  If its fertility rate is already under replacement level, why is it not in population decline now? (class notes may help)
12. Why is Nigeria expected to have considerable momentum for growth through 2050?

13. Summarize per capita food production trends in sub-Saharan Africa, and its connection to population growth.

14. Summarize what the authors believe can be learned from Figure 9.

15. List the three regions having the largest number of people living on less that $2 per day in 2001.

16. What was the global trend in gaps between people at the top and the bottom of the income distribution in the 1990s?  Is there any major world region mentioned where this is not happening? (p. 14)
17. Explain what the dividend was that benefited the US in the 1970s. (p. 15)

18. Explain what the demographic dividend was in East Asia between 1965 and 1990.

19. Describe the causes of demographic decline in Japan, and list the consequences.

20. What are three ways summarized in the reading that governments work to minimize the effects of aging and population decline?

21. What do European, Japanese, and US women have in common, according to page 21?

22. (In the same paragraph, what does this suggest about a cause and a solution?)
